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KETTLE WITH ASH CATCHER 

DESCRIPTION 

1. Technical Field 

The present invention relates generally to a cooking 

apparatus and, more particularly, to a portable outdoor 

grill that can easily be assembled and disassembled. 
2. Background Prior Art 
Outdoor cooking has become more and more popular 

in this country and various types of cooking apparatus 
have been developed for this purpose. One such type of 
cooking apparatus is sold by the Assignee of the present 
invention and consists of a generally semi-herispherical 
vessel that has a generally semi-hemispherical cover 
with the cooking vessel having a grill spaced above a 
grid which supports the charcoal. This cooking vessel is 
supported by a patented support system, such as dis 

closed in US. Pat. No. 3,538,906. 
The cooking apparatus described above is very porta 

ble in nature and can be easily moved about since it is 

supported on wheels. This cooking apparatus has been 
manufactured for a number of years and is easy to as 

semble in a short period of time. 

The cooking vessel or apparatus sold by the Assignee 
of the present invention also has openings located in the 
base thereof which are openable to vent the inside for 

cooking purposes. In its preferred form, the cooking 
apparatus also has an ash catcher located below the vent 

so that any ashes falling throught the openings are accu 
mulated and can easily be discarded. 

Because of the competitive nature of this product, 
manufacturers are constantly striving to reduce the 

costs of manufacture, while still maintaining the porta 
bility of the unit. Portability of outdoor cooking appara 
tus is extremely important since most purchasers like to 
have a unit that is suf?ciently portable to be able to 
assemble and disassemble in a short period of time so 

that the unit can be transported to a picnic site and set 
up in a short period of time. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to the present invention, a cooking appa 
ratus has been developed which can be assembled in a 

short period of time without any special instructions 
and without the use of any tools other than the assem 

bler’s hands. 

More speci?cally, the present invention includes a 
generally semi-hemispherical cooking vessel that has a 
plurality of circumferentially-spaced openings in the 
body thereof centered around a central vertical axis. A 

plurality of legs, equal in number to the openings, all are 
identical in construction and are generally U-shaped in 
con?guration having a fastening means at one end 

adapted to be received into the openings in the cooking 
vessel and having an opposite end attached to an ash 

catcher located below the cooking vessel. The ash 
catcher has deformed portions de?ning a plurality of 
generally horizontal slots that are adapted to receive the 

opposite ends of the legs which therefor support the ash 
catcher, as well as the cooking vessel. In the speci?c 

embodiment illustrated, the ends of the legs that are 
received into openings in the vessel have threaded por 
tions which receive wing nuts, while the opposite ends 
have generally rectangular portions that are adapted to 
slide into generally horizontal slots. In assembling the 
unit, the rectangular ends of the legs are ?rst slid into 
the slots in the ash catcher and the opposite ends are 
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then inserted into the openings in the vessel and the 

wings nuts secured thereto. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SEVERAL VIEWS OF 

DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a side elevational view ofthe cooking vessel 

constructed in accordance with the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view, as viewed generally 
along line 2—-2 of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view, as viewed along line 
3-3 of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional view, as viewed 

along line 4-4 of FIG. 3; and, 
FIG. 5 is an isometric view showing one of the steps 

performed in assembling the cooking apparatus of the 
present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

While this invention is susceptible of embodiment in 
many different forms, there is shown in the drawings 
and will herein be described in detail a preferred em 

bodiment of the invention with the understanding that 
the present disclosure is to be considered as an exempli 

?cation of the principles of the invention and is not 

intended to limit the broad aspect of the invention to the 

embodiment illustrated. 

FIG. 1 of the drawings discloses the cooking appara 
tus of the present invention, generally designated by 
reference numeral 10. The cooking apparatus 10 in 
cludes a semi-hemispherical cooking vessel 12 which is 
open at the top and has a cover 14 supported thereon. 

Cover 14 has a plurality of vent openings, not shown, 
adapted to be covered and uncovered by a vent closure 

16 having a plurality of openings 18 which are alignable 
with the openings in the cover 14. 

The hemispherical vessel 12 also has vent openings 
(not shown) adjacent the bottom and covered by a vent 
closure similar to the closure 16. The vent opening in 
the bottom of the vessel or bowl 12 not only provides 

ventilation for the interior, but also allows for ashes 
from the charcoal to drop through the vent openings. 
Of course, it is desirable to accumulate the ashes rather 

than have them drop onto the support surface, such as a 
patio or deck. 

According to the present invention, an ash catcher 
has been developed which forms an integral part of the 
support mechanism for the cooking vessel 12. The ash 
catcher and support are designed such that they can 

easily be assembled without the use of any special tools 
or intricate instructions. 

According to the present invention, the ash catcher 
20 consists of a main body 22 that has an upwardly 

directed periphery 24 to de?ne a dish-shaped member 
for receiving the ashes falling through the openings in 
the lower vent of the cooking vessel 12. The main body 
has a plurality of deformed portions 26 deformed down 
wardly and away from the main cooking vessel 12 to 
de?ne a plurality of elongated horizontal slots 28, three 
being illustrated in the drawings, the purpose of which 
will be apparent later. 

The support structure for bowl 12 also includes three 
identical legs 30 interposes between ash catcher 20 and 
bowl 12 to de?ne the remainder of the support. Each 

leg 30 is generally U-shaped in con?guration and has a 
?rst leg portion 32 and a second leg portion 34, both of 
which are formed preferably from a circular rod. Leg 

32 preferably has a washer or other enlarged portion 36 
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spaced inwardly a slight distance from the free end 
thereof, with the remainder of the rod being threaded at 
38 and received into an opening 40 in bowl or vessel 12. 

A wing nut 42 is adapted to be received on the threaded 

end portion 38 of the rod to secure the leg to the bowl 
12. 

The opposite end of leg portion 34 has an angularly 
offset portion 50 which is offset from the axis of the rod 
and is preferably ?attened to produce a rectangular 
con?guration, as illustrated in FIGS. 4 and 5. Rectangu 
lar end portion 50 is adapted to be received into a hori 
zontal slot 28. 

In assembling the cooker 10, it is only necessary to 
insert the rectangular end portions 50 into the respec 
tive slots 28 and then manipulate the threaded end por 
tions 38 into openings 40 and secure the wing nuts 42 

thereto. The simplicity of the construction substantially 
reduces the cost of manufacture and simpli?es the as 

sembly. In fact, it is unnecessary to have any instruc 
tions with the cooking apparatus 10 of the present in 
vention. 

Since the three legs are all identical in construction, 
the inventory of parts necessary for manufacturing the 
cooking apparatus is reduced and all of the components 
for the support structure can easily be mass-produced at 
a minimum cost. 

I claim: 

1. Cooking apparatus comprising a hemispherical 
cooking vessel having a generally vertical center axis 
with a plurality of spaced openings and an ash catcher 
located below said cooking vessel with a plurality of 
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legs supporting said cooking vessel and ash catcher, 
each of said legs having ?rst and second ends and being 
generally U-shaped between said ends and having a 
threaded portion on said ?rst end received into one of 

said openings in said cooking vessel with a fastener 

received on said threaded portion, said legs being cir 
cumferentially-spaced and extending radially out 
wardly to form lower support surfaces each of said legs 
having portions extending inwardly and upwardly with 
said second ends connected to said ash catcher, said ash 

catcher having a plurality of horizontal slots respec 
tively receiving said second ends of said legs through a 
sliding connection whereby said cooking apparatus can 
be assembled without any tools and bases of said U 

shaped legs de?ne said lower support surfaces with said 
cooking vessel supported on said ?rst ends of said legs 
and said ash catcher supported on said second ends of 

said legs and whereby said ash catcher forms a part of 

the support for said cooking vessel. 
2. Cooking apparatus as de?ned in claim 1 in which 

said legs are generally circular rods with said opposite 
ends being angularly offset from the axis of said rods. 

3. Cooking apparatus as de?ned in claim 2 in which 

said angularly-offset opposite ends of said rods are ?at 

tened to produce substantially rectangular ends re 
ceived into said slots. 

4. Cooking apparatus as de?ned in claim 1 in which 

said ash catcher has portions deformed from the main 
body thereof to produce said slots. 


