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OUTDOOR COOKING DEVICE 

DESCRIPTION 

1. Technical Field 

The present invention relates generally to cooking 
devices and more particularly to a cooking device hav 

ing a lower base portion de?ning a cooking surface and 
a cover for enclosing an upper open end of the lower 
base portion. 

2. Background of Prior Art 
A cooking vessel for outdoor cooking has been in 

existence for decades. One of the most popular type of 
cooking vessels that is presently being marketed by the 
Assignee of the present invention is commonly referred 
to as a barbecue kettle. This cooking device consists of 
a generally hemispherical bowl that has a circular open 
top with a cooking surface located slightly below the 
upper edge or rim of the bowl. The bowl is supported 
on a tripod leg arrangement and has a cover for enclos 

ing the vcooking surface. The bowl and cover both have 
vent openings so that the cooking can be done while the 
cover is closed. 

The cooking device presently being marketed by the 
assignee of the present invention also incorporates a‘ 
hook that is generally C-shaped and is attached to an 
inner surface of the cover adjacent the periphery 
thereof so that the hook can be utilized to suspend the 
cover on the upper edge of the bowl. 

While the present commercial structure has received 
a remarkable degree of commercial success, constant 
efforts are being made to upgrade and improve certain 
qualities of the cooking device. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to the present invention, a cooking vessel 
includes a lower base portion or bowl that has an upper 

edge or rim surrounding the top opening and a cover 
for closing the open top of the base portion or bowl. 
The cover has opposed support brackets so that the 
cover can be supported generally perpendicular to the 
upper rim and approximately half of the cover is located 
above the rim to act as a shield in the event that cooking 

is to be done on the cooking surface with the cover 
opened. 
More speci?cally, the opposed support brackets are 

generally T-shaped in con?guration and extend in 
wardly from the inner surface of the cover generally 
towards each other so that, when the cover is supported 

in the open position, the base of the T engages the rim 
of the bowl while the opposite Outer edge of one of the 
legs of the T engages the inner surface of the bowl 
below the rim to provide multi-point support for the 
cover on the bowl. The T-shaped con?guration allows 
the user to grip an elongated handle on the outer surface 

of the cover and slide and tilt the cover so that the 

T-shaped brackets remain supported on the rim while 
the legs of the T ultimately engage the inner surface of 
the bowl. 

According to one aspect of the invention, the elon 
gated handle preferably has a predetermined angular 
orientation with respect to the opposed brackets so that 
the approximate location of the brackets can be ascer 

tained merely by inspection of the handle while the 
cover is closed. This eliminates the need for lifting the 
cover off of the bowl to look for the position of the 
brackets within the cover. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SEVERAL VIEWS OF 
DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a barbecue grill hav 
ing the features of the present invention incorporated 
therein; 
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view as viewed along line 

2--2 of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view as viewed along line 
3-3 of FIG. 2; 

FIGS. 4 and 5 show the manipulative steps for mov 
ing the cover between the closed and open positions; 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the kettle with the 

cover in the open position; and, 
FIG. 7 is an exploded fragmentary view showing the 

details of the bracket structure. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

While this invention is susceptible of embodiment in 
many different forms, there is shown in the drawings 
and will herein be described in detail a preferred em 

bodiment of the invention with the understanding that 
the present disclosure is to be considered as an exempli 
?cation of the principles of the invention and is not 
intended to limit the broad aspect of the invention to the 
embodiment illustrated. 

FIG. 1 of the drawings discloses the cooking vessel 
having the present invention incorporated therein and 
generally designated by reference numeral 10. The 
cooking vessel or barbecue grill consists of a generally 
hemispherical bowl 12 that has a generally circular 
upper edge or rim 14. A cover 16 is dimensioned such 

that it will close and seal the upper open portion of the 
bowl 12 and has a sealing ?ange 18 for this purpose. The 
hemispherical bowl or lower portion 12 also has a ?rst 
grill 20 that de?nes a cooking surface located slightly 
below the upper rim 14 and a second grill 22 that is 
adapted to support the cooking fuels, such as the char 
coal. 

Hemispherical bowl 12 is supported on a tripod leg 
arrangement 30, illustrated in FIG. 1, which has a pair 
of wheels 32 so that the entire unit can easily be moved 
about a patio by gripping a handle 34 located on the 
bowl 12. 

According to the present invention, the cover 16 of 
the grill 10 has a novel support mechanism which al 
lows the cover to be supported directly on the grill and 
at the same time act as a partial shield for the cooking 

surface. The support mechanism includes a pair of dia 
metrically-opposed means or brackets 40 that are se 

cured to the inner surface of the cover 16. 

As illustrated in FIG. 7, each bracket means 40 in 
cludes a generally L-shaped base portion 42 having a 
cross-member 44 secured to the outer end of the leg 
thereof. The opposite leg of the L-shaped member 46 is 
connected by either a screw 48 or other means, such as 

welding, to the inner surface of the cover 16. The two 
elements 42 and 44 cooperate to de?ne a generally T 
shaped bracket structure that extends inwardly from the 
inner surface of cover 16. 

The T-shaped bracket is dimensioned and designed 
such that it will guide the cover from a position illus 
trated in FIG. 4 to a position illustrated in FIG. 5 with 

out entire removal of the cover, as will be explained 
later. It will be noted in FIG. 7 that the L-shaped leg 42 
has opposed edges 50, while the cross-member 44 has an 
inner edge 52. These edges cooperate to guide inner 
surface of the bowl 12 to produce a multipoint contact 
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and support the cover on the bowl. It should also be 

noted that approximately one-half of the cover extends 
above the'rim 14 and will act as a shield to shield the 
cooking surface in the event there is any wind while the 
user is barbecuing food on the grill. Thus, by a simple 
structure, the cover can easily be supported on the bowl 
and can be moved from between open and closed posi 
tions without actually physically lifting the cover en 
tirely off the bowl. 
As explained above, an elongated handle 60 is located 

on cover 16 and has a predetermined angular orienta 

tion with respect to the brackets 40. As illustrated in 
FIGS. 2-5, the elongated handle extends perpendicular 
to a line between the diametrically-opposed brackets so 

that the movement of the cover along the axis of the 
handle, from the position illustrated in FIG. 4 to that 
illustrated in FIG. 5, will move the brackets along the 

inner surface of the bowl. 
Of course, numerous modi?cations come to mind 

without departing from the spirit of the invention. For 
example, the T-shaped structure could be modi?ed to 
some other con?guration so long as the bracket struc 
tures are located in diametrically-opposed relationship 
so that the cover is supported without the use of any 

' other extraneous fasteners or supporting elements. 

I claim: 
1. A cooking vessel comprising a base portion having 

an open top de?ned by an upper edge of said base por 
tion and a cover for said base portion, said cover having 
opposed generally T-shaped, support brackets, said 
brackets being positioned such that sliding and tilting 
movement of said cover with respect to said open top 
will cause edges of said brackets to engage said upper 

20 

25 

35 

45 

50 

55 

65 

4 
edge and an inner surface of said base portion to sus 
pend said cover generally perpendicular to said upper 

edge. 
2. A cooking vessel as de?ned in claim 1, in which 

said cover has an elongated gripping handle having a 
predetermined angular orientation with respect to said 
support brackets so that the position of said brackets 
inside said cover can be determined from said handle. 

3. A cooking vessel comprising a cooking bowl hav 
ing a generally circular open top and a cover for enclos 
ing said circular open top, said cover having a circular 
opening adjacent a bottom edge corresponding to said 
generally circular opening and diametrically opposed 
T-shaped hooks secured to an inner surface of said 
cover adjacent the circular opening for supporting said 
cover in a position generally perpendicualr to said open 

top. ' ~ 

4. A cooking grill comprising a generally hemispheri 
cal bowl having supporting legs and a generally circular 
open top, a generally hemispherical cover for closing 
said open top and support means for supporting said 
cover in an open position on said bowl, said support 
means including diametrically opposed T-shaped sup 
port elements extending inwardly from an inner surface 
of said cover and adapted to be supported on a edge 
de?ning said open top, said support elements cooperat 
ing to suspend- said cover in a generally vertical orienta 
tion with respect to said bowl and act as a partial shield 

for a cooking surface in said bowl. 
5. A cooking grill as defined in claim 4, in which 

opposite ends of said T-shaped brackets are accurate 
and are adapted to engage an inner surface of said bowl. 


